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8 days | 7 nights TOUR 
 

AUTHENTIC AND BOHEMIAN ITALIAN 
LANGUAGE LEARNING - GROUP TOUR 

 

Gay Friendly 
Jun 03-10 | Oct 07-14 
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A tour for curious and bohemian personalities.  

Language skills can be learned and practiced on vacation ! 

It's an excellent way to start speaking Italian, quickly and simply, and it's funny! 

The Institute Lingua Più and the tour operator Taste and Slow Italy will arrange weekly events and 

activities that complement your learning, so that you can immediately go out into the real world and 

practice what you have learned with Italian native speakers. 

Of course, there will be time spent in class, if you wish, but classes with Lingua Più’s teachers are 

friendly, relaxed events staged just after breakfast as an introduction to the day's activities. 

The Lingua Più staff is made up of qualified English-speaking native Italian teachers, who collaborate 

together to produce entertaining and efficient language courses and, more importantly, a 

memorable Italian vacation. 

 
ITINERARY 
 
 

DAY 1 | SUNDAY – ARRIVAL IN ROME AT FIUMICINO AIRPORT 
 

Around noon up to 4:00 p.m. Meeting with your private bus driver and transfer from airport to a village 

on the Trasimeno Lake shores. The tour hosting facility class is called “agriturismo”. 

The agriturismo is a particular class of facility and it is rather an Italian peculiarity. To be qualified as 

agriturismo you have to be a real agricultural farm with accommodation services in a rural 

environment. 

Lingua Più will wait for you for the lodging check in. Aperitivo di Benvenuto with Lingua Più team and 

Taste and Slow Italy representative to welcome the guests ! During the aperitivo it will be introduced 

the “learning tour” programme. 

Dinner with Lingua Più Teacher in a typical local restaurant. 

 

Our unconventional tip: in Italy while banqueting it is “a must” to have a conversation about what 

we are eating and how it is prepared… Everyone has his own personal recipe and variable to share. 

The first Italian smart lesson starts here! 

 

Overnight stay 

 

 
DAY 2 | MONDAY - OUT AND ABOUT 
 

Breakfast 

Morning: 09:00 a.m. - 01:00 p.m. Italian lesson on site (at accommodation) and “out and about” 

with the Teacher. During the lesson the Teacher will also introduce the third day tour around 

Trasimeno lake shores. 

 

Light lunch in the lodge 

Afternoon: 03:00 p.m. departure with your Teacher to explore the magnificent and fascinating 

Perugia. 

The main city in Umbria, typical for its center, medieval streets and squares with some ancient 

Etruscan architectural contamination. Full of multicultural life, you can compare Perugia as an “extra 

small” London or NY. If well assisted it is quite impossible to feel bore there. 
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The tour of Perugia will start in the center of the city at Piazza Grande (now also known as Piazza IV 

Novembre). Perugia historical center walking tour. 

The city of Perugia is the capital city of the entire region of Umbria. The town is placed between Lago 

Trasimeno and the Alta Valle del Tevere (Upper Tiber Valley), an untouched land of abbeys and 

monasteries and flowers filled hills. Piazza IV Novembre has been the center of civil and religious 

power in the city since it was established by the Etruscans, before the Romans. In the center of the 

square stands the impressive Fontana Maggiore, the city symbol and one of the finest medieval 

fountains in Italy. It was completed in the late 13th century to welcome the water of the Monte 

Pacciano aqueduct and was considered so important that Nicola and Giovanni Pisano were 

commissioned to design and decorate it. 

A walk around the lower basin takes you past paneled scenes from the Old Testament, the story of 

the founding of Rome, an astrological calendar that appears to relate to local farming practices, 

and a representation of the seven arts. 

The 14th-century Palazzo dei Priori, leads off from the left of the fountain along the main street Corso 

Vannucci. It is a remarkable palace built of local white and red travertine and fronted on the fountain 

side by a large semi-circular staircase. 

Rocca Paolina and Saint Peter’s church in Perugia. 

Rocca Paolina is an amazing place to visit. An ancient underground town commissioned by Pope 

Paolo III in the 16th century. 

In San Pietro we will see its baroque architecture and a singular canvas: Trionfo dell'Ordine dei 

Benedettini, paint by Antonio Vassilacchi called “l’Aliense”. This painter was the protagonist of an 

absolute outrage to the Church power, doing a sharp revenge to affirm his own freedom of 

expression: a genuine renaissance “bohemian” guy. 

 

Our unconventional tip: this can be occasion to do a nice competition among the participants to 

understand what real is hidden in the canvas, starting to observe near the canvas, then moving 

little by little until someone will perceive the hidden image. 

 

Despite its fascinating characteristic this canvas is almost unknown, but this painting is documented 

as the biggest canvas ever painted in the Middle Age. It represents the triumph of the Benedictine 

Order, it depicts saints, popes, cardinals, bishops and abbots founders of Religious Orders that 

surround St. 

Benedict of Norcia. It occupies the entire top of the entrance wall of the church. Why this canvas is 

so special to deserve to be mentioned in a tour? The countless characters larger than natural 

dimensions make us imagine the magnificence of the painting, but the strange detail is that the 

subject was severely imposed to the painter, so he took a revenge worthy of a great artist and a 

precursor of contemporary digital techniques. 

The best place to observe it is towards the main altar, but if you do not know what is hidden on it 

you only see the numerous characters. In reality all these outline a single image. It appears an 

evocative figure. 

We must also consider that this canvas was not for the priest nor the people, the rule of reciting the 

Mass watching the people was approved recently, but not in 1592 indeed. The picture is quite 

descriptive and hearing its story is really impressive. 

 

Dinner in a typical restaurant in Castiglione del Lago, a Pizza just on the lake shores. 
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DAY 3 | TUESDAY – ALL DAY OUT! 
 
Breakfast 

In the morning departure to Castiglione del Lago with the Tour Escort (the Teacher held a previous 

lesson with information about the places that will be visited, providing the necessary vocabulary to 

be able to interact with locals - according to the participants’ language level). Students practice 

Italian in such a pleasant way that they don’t even realize they are studying! 

 

Escorted visit of Castiglione del Lago 

The historic center of Castiglione del Lago is surrounded by medieval walls. The amazing Ducal 

Palace and Fortress offer a monumental passage into the past with the walls frescoed with 

representations of the Battle of Lepanto and Ascanio della Corgna’s adventurous life episodes. A 

covered fortified path leads onto the castle walls with their handsome panoramic views over the 

lake landscapes. There is also a pleasing walk around the outside of the castle walls along the olive 

trees. Inside the town, along the via del Forte is the sixteenth century Church of San Domenico, whilst 

the parochial Church of Santa Maria Maddalena is at the top of the main street. It was remodeled 

in the 19th century, but preserves some precious paintings from the previous Romanic Church. In the 

principal piazza you face the old Town Hall with its tower and chiming clock. 

 

Lunch at leisure in Castiglione del Lago 

Our unconventional tip: you can choose wide variety of restaurants, the Tour Escort will suggest you 

the right restaurant depending on your personal tastes. In Castiglione you can find charming 

restaurants, little nice street-food corners, vegan brasseries. 

 

In the afternoon: Trasimeno Lake mini-cruise by private boat and visit to the islands. Isola Maggiore 

and Isola Polvese. Singular landscapes and colors… you can live the experience to walk in this 

particular environment characterized by olive trees and ancient lifestyle. 

 

Dinner in a fancy restaurant in Castiglione del Lago. 

 

 
         Maggiore Island Trasimeno Lake 
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DAY 4 | WEDNESDAY – ALL DAY TALKING ABOUT INNOVATIVE 
ITALIAN DESIGN AND FASHION! 

 
 

Breakfast 

Morning: a day dedicated to the Italian fashion design and accessories. We will visit an emerging 

fashion Italian brand, with Lingua Più Teacher. The brand is Vodivì. We will start visiting their production 

site leather atelier. An expert designer will you introduce how it is made Vodivì “wearable art” 

masterpieces. 

 

Why we suggest this atelier instead other? 

 

 It is a perfect sample of Italian design style. 

 They are a worthy local start up. 

 They propose an innovative design inspired to the Umbrian territories and colors. 

 They start to come into the international public eye. 

 The exclusive use of sustainable raw materials. 

 They objectively realize a refined but at the same time “bohemian” design… suitable for 

 professional or informal daily use. 

 

Products bearing VODIVÌ brand offer unique high-quality features, while respecting the well-being of 

people and the environment. Research and design come together in the skilled hands of the 

Umbrian artisanal tradition, conferring upon their products refinement, tailoring and innovation. 

The accuracy in the details and in the artisanal packaging enhances the uniqueness of every single 

item in each collection. 

They are enriched by the choice of select raw materials, such as the metal accessories, handcolored 

leather from the Consorzio Toscano, vegetable-tanned leather, the glass beads with 

their irregular nuances, typical of the artisanal glasswork technique realized in Umbertide, pure silver 

from the gold district of Arezzo, the pink stone from Monte Subasio, with their sophisticated, entirely 

hand-modeled forms. 

 

Lunch at leisure in Perugia city center. 

 

Our unconventional tip: you can choose wide variety of restaurants, the Teacher will suggest you the 

right restaurant depending on your personal tastes. But if you want to live a pop experience we 

suggest you a nice restaurant called Dal Mi Cocco. But it has to be booked in advance ! 

 

Departure to the lodge. In the late afternoon you will be the “absolute stars” and Vodivì will organize 

an exclusive private fashion-show exposing last collections. 

Tasting a typical Italian appetizer or aperitivo, a professional designer will you introduce the original 

concepts that inspired Vodivì. A perfect occasion to understand the Italian fashion style “behind the 

curtains”. 

 

Dinner in a local restaurant 
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DAY 5 | THURSDAY - A DIVE INTO THE ITALIAN WINE CULTURE 
 

Breakfast 

Morning: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm Italian lessons on site (at accommodation) and then lesson “out and 

about” with the Teacher. 

 

Departure, by private bus, to visit an excellent wine farm and cellar. 

Light lunch and wine tasting session and afternoon seminar on farm. 

Previously the Teacher helps students to learn the necessary Italian vocabulary and linguistic forms 

(according to the participants’ language level). 

The lesson is based on what wine means in the Italian culture, and we have a perfect speaker: Anna, 

the owner of this nice cellar. She is an affirmed sommelier and able to explain you how to combine 

the wine and the different kind of foods. 
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During a party or business meeting break in your country it is always cool and impressive have a role 

of wine connoisseur, isn’t it? Anna can teach you the wine basic rules and taste suggestion to 

distinguish a good wine. 

 

A special dinner in a particular place… a typical farm “Km Zero”. 

Km Zero is an innovative Italian concept to value the food short supply chain. The menu dishes are 

produced directly on farmhouse or other neighbor agricultural companies. But the added value is 

much more. This farm is certified organic indeed. Fabio the farmer will be happy to explain you the 

organic agriculture methods and importance. Organic agriculture substitutes the chemical additives 

with natural and sustainable methods. We remind you that Italy is considered as the most reliable 

organic producer in the world, due to the production severe European Union rules and protocols. 

 

 
DAY 6 | FRIDAY – EMERALD TREASURE OF UMBRIA AND A 
GREAT EXPERIENCE SURPRISE 
 

Breakfast 

Late morning. Departure with the Tour Escort towards an Extravirgin Olive Oil farm. Light lunch based 

on Km Zero food. The star will be the emerald Extravirgin Olive Oil of Umbria, maybe the most award 

winning in the world! 

 

Afternoon: an incredible and unconventional experience. We have an appointment in an 

experimental theatre. 

An amusing expedient to improve the Italian language learning method, the attempt to aid you to 

make experience of Italian culture and style of life. Be ready, anything can happen... 

This afternoon is worth the entire travel. A lovely surprise. 

 

Dinner in a restaurant specialized in truffle dishes menu. 

The truffles are directly harvested by the owner Francesca and her brother around their private 

woods between Tuscany and Umbria. 
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DAY 7 | SATURDAY - FULL DAY EXCURSION, A TASTE OF 
TUSCANY 
 

Breakfast 

Morning time at leisure, the swimming pool and the sun are waiting for you! 

Our unconventional tip: what is the most bohemian activity to do here ? Riding an original Vespa 

scooter or Calessino Piaggio around the lake shores hills and villages. 

Vespa Piaggio is one of the authentic Italian lifestyle representations. Italian people drives Vespa 

since four generation, inspiring the English “Mod” subculture of Vespa lovers, it finds its origin right 

here! 

We have a partner specialized on Vespa renting just near your accommodation. All the Vespa are 

automatic and suitable for beginner users. Each Vespa can run with two persons on board. Our roads 

are safe and in Umbria the car drivers are rather polite and prudent. You can ride around the lake 

for few kilometers finding amazing place: as Mugnano the village of painted walls. Or Panicale an 

enchanting medieval small village with a wonderful lake landscape. But we suggest to start the 

Vespa scooter tour early in the morning. 

Remind to book this service at the tour confirmation, to avoid renting sold out !!! 

Our unconventional tip: Lunch suggestion at leisure in Vespa. There is a nice and typical street food 

pub called Maria or Faliero. Their menu is characterized by a local recipe: torta al testo. A sort of 

white and simple pizza filled with erba cotta (boiled country chicory grass), the famous Pecorino 

cheese or Salsicce (traditional Tuscany - Umbria sausages). A place hanged out from many local 

people. 

Light lunch in the lodge, on request 

Afternoon transfer to Cortona with your Lingua Più Teacher. 

From its 500 meters above the sea level Cortona dominates the entire Valdichiana. It offers a 

spectacular view that stretches from Trasimeno Lake to the peaks of Mount Amiata. It is all 

surrounded by Medieval walls that -together with a few fine Renaissance palaces- give the town an 

evocative atmosphere. 

Dinner in a nice restaurant in Castiglione del Lago 
 
 

 
DAY 8 | SUNDAY – GOODBYE UNTIL NEXT TRAVEL IN ITALY! 
 

Breakfast 

Departure to Rome Fiumicino airport by private bus 
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• Price per person based on groups of 20 pax: € 1944,00 
• Price per person based on groups of 25 pax: € 1824,00 
• Price per person based on groups of 30 pax: € 1712,00 
 

Optional 
 

 Medical and baggage, cancellation insurance 

 Other tailored services (to book previously) 

 Local Guides 

 Helicopter flight over the lake. 

 Water sports as sailing boat, kitesurf, stand up 

paddle 

 Luxury car renting 

 Private transfer requested on free time 

 International flights booking 

 Train transfer tickets 

The Tour does not 
include 
 

  

 

THE TOUR INCLUDES 
 

Available dates 2018 

Jun 03-10 | Oct 07-14 

 

Single room Supplement  310 € 
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